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Mobberley C of E Primary School Religious Education Policy

The importance of Religious Education 

Religious education contributes dynamically to children and young people’s education in schools by provoking challenging questions about meaning and purpose in life, beliefs about God, ultimate reality, issues of life and death and issues of right and wrong and what it means to be human. In RE they learn about and from religions and worldviews in local, national and global contexts, to discover, explore and consider different answers to these questions. They learn to weigh up the value of wisdom from different sources, to develop and express their insights in response, and to agree or disagree respectfully. 

Every pupil has a statutory entitlement to Religious Education as it makes a distinctive contribution to a broad and balanced curriculum. Pupils should be given the opportunity to explore the role and significance of religion in society and the important beliefs and values that shape the world today. Religious Education helps pupils understand the religious experience of others and the ways in which it gives adherents a sense of purpose and meaning in their lives. 

(Cheshire East Agreed Syllabus 2016)

Introduction

This document is a statement of the aims, principles and strategies for the teaching and learning of Religious Education at Mobberley C of E Primary School.  The spiritual and moral development of our children underpins all aspects of our school life.

Legal Requirements

Mobberley Primary is a Church of England Voluntary Controlled School.  The school has adopted the Cheshire East locally agreed syllabus (2016), which is ‘Enquiry Led Teaching & Learning’ and involves ‘Engaging Encounter with Religion’ and ‘Reasoned Response to Religion’.

The majority of work in Religious Education will be based on the Christian faith with the following learning of other major world religions:

	Reception:
· Christianity
	Key Stage 1: Year 1 & Year 2
· Christianity (4.5 terms)
· Judaism (1 term)
· Free choice of enquiry (0.5 term)

	Key Stage 2 Year 3 & Year 4
· Christianity (3 terms)
· Islam (1.5 terms)
· Judaism (1 term)
· Free choice of enquiry (0.5 term)
	Key Stage 2 Year 5 & Year 6
· Christianity (3 terms)
· Islam, Hinduism (1 term each)
· Free choice of enquiry (1 term)




Religious Education will be allocated not less than 5% of the timetable.  In Key Stage 1, this amounts to 40 – 50 minutes per week totalling 36 hours per year.  In Key Stage 2, children should be taught Religious Education for 1 hour and 15 minutes per week, which totals 45 hours per year.  At Mobberley C of E Primary School, teachers ensure coverage by planning following the school RE Long Term Plan.

Withdrawals

Parents have a right by law to withdraw their children from the Religious Education curriculum.  In this event, the school will undertake responsibility for the supervision of withdrawn pupils with regard to health and safety, alternative work will be provided. 

Aims

The purpose of teaching Religious Education in school is:

· To show the children that Christianity is about following the living God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit and is relevant to their daily lives.
· To extend the children’s ability to reflect upon themselves as whole people, experiencing life through body, mind and spirit.
· To help pupils understand the significance of religion and its contribution to their spiritual, moral, social and cultural development.

Principles

We aim through our teaching:

· To provide a course of Religious Education within the framework of the Diocese of Chester Religious Education Guidelines  appropriate to the
educational needs of the children in our school, at their different stages of development.
· To contribute to the spiritual, social and moral development of the school as a caring community and the pupils as individuals.
· To assist and encourage experience of Christian life and worship.
· Through study of major world religions to encourage and understanding and appreciation of the rich diversity of religious belief and practice in society today.

We aim to encourage children in our school:

· To grow in awareness of others through learning activities involving sharing and co-operation and to develop trust and respect for others.
· To formulate their own sense of purpose in life and to embark upon a personal search for a faith by which to live.
· To learn something of the religious experiences of others.
· To develop their own beliefs, values and ideals in the light of their experiences
· To develop respect for other people, their beliefs and their life-styles.
· To develop an enquiring attitude towards religion and to explore activities of prayer and worship.








Entitlement

The children’s entitlement is based upon the Cheshire East locally agreed syllabus 2016 for Religious Education which is ‘Enquiry Led Teaching & Learning’ and there is a focus on ‘five areas of enquiry’ in RE where learning in each area is revisited, using different content and activities so that pupils’ learning is (a) reinforced and (b) built upon.  These are: Beliefs/Teaching; Practices & Ways of life; Identity diversity & belonging; Values and Concepts.  It also involves ‘Engaging Encounter with Religion’ and ‘Reasoned Response to Religion’.  

Engaging Encounter with Religion 
This aspect of study requires pupils to: 
· Engage in an open and sensitive exploration to religion 
· Acquire knowledge of religious beliefs, practices and values in Christianity and other principal religions represented in Great Britain as other world views and religions, e.g. Baha’i and secular philosophies, e.g. Humanism. 
· Develop an understanding of the influence of religious beliefs, practices and values on individuals, communities, societies and cultures. 
· Use the skills of interpretation, analysis and explanation. 

Within this aspect a pupil should study beliefs; teachings; practices and ways of life; expression and language. In simple terms what people believe; what they do and how they express themselves. The concepts which underpin a religion or worldview should be the basis for all encounters within religion. 

Reasoned Response to Religion 
[bookmark: _GoBack]This aspect of study requires pupils to: 
· Develop the ability to make reasoned responses and informed judgements about religious and moral issues. 
· Explore and learn to communicate their own beliefs, values and experiences in terms of the spiritual, moral, social and cultural aspects of life by: 
· developing an awareness of the fundamental questions of life raised by human 
· experience and how religions seek to answer them; 
· responding to such questions by relating religious beliefs, practices and values to their own understanding and experience; 
· reflecting on their own beliefs, values and experiences in the light of their study. 
· Develop respect for other people, their beliefs and ways of life.
· Develop the skill of evaluation. 

Within this aspect, pupils should study issues of: identity, belonging and diversity; meaning purpose and truth; values and commitments. In simple terms making sense of who we are; making sense of life and making sense of right and wrong. 

All religious education lessons must contain engaging encounters with religion and encourage reasoned responses.

In the main, Religious Education will be taught as a discrete subject although the approach may vary. For example in EYFS, it may be more appropriate to integrate some areas of the Religious Study programme into a general topic with a thematic approach.

Religious Education in school is organised using a whole school overview or plan. This lays out which units, or themes, should be studied by each year group. The Cheshire East locally agreed syllabus 2016 and National Curriculum are referred to.

Wherever possible all children will learn from primary source material as well as through the use of outside speakers with relevant experience and audio-visual aids. Visits to places of worship, drama workshops and visiting theatre companies also support the work of Religious Education in school.

Implementation

· Religious Education will be taught throughout the school. Mainly by the class teacher and may be supported from time to time by clergy from local churches and visiting speakers.
· Religious Education may be taught in a ‘whole class’ setting but with flexibility to allow for discussion, questioning and reflection in small groups and individually.
· Visits to the local Parish Church ‘St. Wilfrid’s are arranged annually for the Infant classes.  Beginning and end of term services are held in the church.  Other places of worship will be visited as other religions are taught for.

A variety of teaching approaches are encouraged:

· Teacher presentations, role play and storytelling.
· Questions and answer sessions, discussions and debates.
· Individual and group research.
· Photographs, pictures and maps
· Computing, DVD, CD, IPADs and laptops to research and communicate ideas.
· Mind Friendly strategies will support teaching and learning as appropriate.
· Progression will be guided by the Diocese of Chester Religious Education Guidelines supported by the Cheshire East locally agreed syllabus of work (2016).
· Religious Education may be integrated with other subjects as appropriate for example Computing, History and PSHE.
· Religious Education resources will be reviewed and updated regularly considering budgetary constraints.
· Classroom support will be welcomed under the guidance of the teacher, e.g. skilled individuals and parents etc.
· INSET will be included as part of the Strategic School Improvement Plan. INSET will reflect budgetary constraints and identified at performance management.

Special Educational Needs

Children with special educational needs will work alongside the other children in their group, as in other curriculum areas, but differentiation in approach, language and expected outcome will be appropriate to the varying needs in the class. We aim to meet the full entitlement of every child in our school. To optimise inclusion the children’s differing needs for learning (including children with special educational needs) will be addressed through differentiated activities. Outcome plans may support children who are identified as having special educational needs. These will specify differentiated learning and assessment. (See separate SEND school policy)

Equal Opportunities

Religious Education as an essential part of the curriculum should be relevant, worthwhile and accessible to all. It should express that all pupils are loved and valued by God as part of creation.
We aim to help the children in our school to respect themselves and to be sensitive to the needs of others.

Health and Safety

Teachers have a copy of the School Health and Safety Policy together and all the trips are signed off by the EVC (Educational Visits Coordinator). Located in the staffroom is the Educational Visits Folder for reference to risk assessment and guidance notes.
The school and its grounds are maintained in a manner that promotes a safe, healthy and educationally stimulating environment.

Resources

Resources are stored in the ‘Back Practical Area/Staffroom’.  Class teachers request additional resources through the Educational Library Service.  An audit of Religious Education Resources is conducted annually.

Planning, Assessment, Reporting and Record Keeping

In order to show progress towards the end of Key Stages, the staff appreciate that assessment of progress in Religious Education should be undertaken with sensitivity, based upon the teacher’s observations of the child in class or group discussions, activities or recorded work.

Children’s work is evaluated and assessments for each child are carried out at the end of each unit of work and at the end of the year using ‘I can statements’ ARE (Age Related expectations) using our school tracking.  These statements and attainment against AREs, will inform future planning assessment; reporting to parents; and curriculum monitoring by the Religious Education Lead and the Headteacher.  Individual Pupil Progress is reported to parents as part of their annual written report.  Samples of work are kept by the Religious Education Subject Lead along with an evidence file.
Long term planning is informed by the Cheshire East locally agreed syllabus (2016).  Staff annotate and divide the units of work from the medium-term planning (essential content overviews), so that it informs the short-term planning.  

For each ‘essential content overview’ there are some suggested enquiry questions that can be used in planning. It is expected that teachers will use more than one of these suggested questions in each unit of planned work by studying a theme within one religion/worldview or a cross religious/worldview theme. Teachers are free to use their own questions matched to the syllabus. 

The enquiry approach to teaching also involves the use of key questions which pupils examine. They devise their own questions and decide where they might look for answers. The enquiry requires students to draw on existing knowledge and to identify their required learning needs. Tasks stimulate curiosity in the students, encouraging them to actively explore and seek out new evidence. There should be opportunities for independent learning. Responsibility falls to the student for analysing and presenting the evidence in appropriate ways and in support of their own response to the problem. 

This process should involve pupils using a wide range of skills, for example: - investigation, interpretation, analysis, evaluation and reflection. These should be linked to end of key stage statements to ensure continuity. 

Staff must ensure that students do not wander aimlessly through a topic without rigour and challenge. The task of the teacher increasingly should be to: - 

· Guide research and extend pupils’ understanding by asking more searching and challenging questions. 
· Ask open-ended questions that provoke further discussion and stimulate deeper exploration. 
· Support students, motivating them to engage with the task and valuing their ideas and contributions. 
· Encourage students to reflect on their learning and experiences. 
· Monitor progress and ensure that students understand where they are in the process. 
· Challenge students’ thinking, encouraging them to extend their boundaries and to seek new ways to work with problems and situations. 
· Develop an atmosphere of trust in which students are willing to share and exchange ideas or work co-operatively 
· Use or create course materials which develop students' abilities to recognise problems, think independently and critically, and develop their observation, analytical and communication skills - which all enhance future employability. 

Monitoring and Evaluation

The Senior Leadership Team (Head and Deputy) have overall responsibility for monitoring and evaluating RE in school.  This will be done by termly book scrutiny, learning walks and lesson observations.

The RE subject leader will assist the Headteacher by monitoring Long Term and Medium Term plans.
The RE lead will keep a file of examples of work to demonstrate continuity and progression.
The RE lead will endeavour to keep up to date with information, initiatives and developments in Religious Education and disseminate this as appropriate.
The RE lead will be aware of staff development needs and encourage continuing professional development.
The RE lead will facilitate the sharing of good practice.
The RE lead will be responsible for drawing up an action plan for Religious Education.  Generally this will be an annual plan and informed by this policy.
The RE lead will carry out self-evaluation yearly to inform the action plan to ensure progress and accountability can be measured by school governance. 





Governance

The link governor with responsibility for RE, will sample pupil voice; receive generic feedback from the SLT regarding termly book scrutiny and lesson observations/learning walks.



RE Subject Leader: Mrs Karen Whalley

Date: 20 January 2021
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