Are Zoos a good place to keep animals?
	‘Yes’ For
	‘No’  Against

	Protection
· Provide shelter, food and a safe home for the animals – which they wouldn’t get in the wild

· Zoos these days have freer more, realistic enclosures, similar to the animals’ natural environments

Breeding Programmes / Conservation
· Zoos breed animals which might otherwise become extinct

· Animals at risk of extinction have been bred in zoos and then freed to breed in the wild, such as the Asian ‘Pere David's deer’ which ceased to exist in the wild, Chinese and European zoo programs enabled four of the deer to be released back into the wild in 1985, where they're now self-sustaining.
· It is possible to release animals back in the wild after zoo captivity as shown by the tale of Christian, the lion cub, born of captive parents and sold in Harrods in 1969, who was successfully reintroduced to the wild in Kenya and became the head of his own pride.

· Some zoos raise money to fund projects overseas to save certain species.

· Bristol Zoo recently bred a fish - the Potosi Pupfish - which is extinct in the wild.

· Most Zoos have mini-habitats that resemble the animals' natural environment.

· Zoos provide sanctuaries in which animals can live and breed in peace, without fear of poachers or the destruction of their habitat.  

· White tigers, rare antelope, pygmy hippos and birds on the brink of extinction have been successfully bred in British zoos.

· Chester Zoo has 7,000 animals and 400 different species; we're unlikely to see such a range of animals, reptiles and birds no matter how far we travel around the world.  

Amusement / Entertainment

· Some zoos have especially trained animals for the amusement of the visiting public eg. demonstration birds of prey.

· Zoos are a fun day out for the whole of the family, as they are not targeted at just one age group like theme parks, which are generally targeted at the younger age group.

Education

· Zoos educate the public about animals and how to look after them

· Zoos are very educational, they teach us what animals like, behave like and how they act in their habitat but you learn whilst having fun, which is sometimes one of the most effective ways of learning.

· Raise awareness of the plight of certain animals / species, with campaigns and marketing ventures

Scientific Research

· A lot of research is done in zoos, to allow experts to understand about animal species much better, so that we can understand about the individual animal’s anatomy and physiology, and their behaviour, but also about evolution, better


	Bad Education

· Zoos teach people that it’s acceptable to trap animals purely for people’s entertainment, it is wrong to teach children it is acceptable to keep animals in captivity.
· Most visitors are oblivious to the educational purpose of a zoo, and just view the animals as ‘cute’ or ‘weird’.  Little is learnt at all.

· A lion in a zoo cage behaves so differently to its wild cousins that viewing it cannot be described as educational.
· The educational values of zoos is questioned, where animals are seen as dependant on humans.

· Many visitors don't pay much attention to the animals -- they're actually talking to each other about unrelated things and spending only a few minutes at each display.

Breeding Programmes / Conservation – Counter Argument

· Many of the breeding programmes are unsuccessful, because of the small genetic pool that the infants are taken from.  Mortality rates are very high.

Financial Argument

· Zoos are purely a money-making venture, attracting visitors to make profit.

· Zoos use animals for amusement and profit and are relics of the Victorian era.

· The gorilla exhibit at London Zoo cost £5.3 million to build.  This money could have been better spent protecting them in the wild.

Anti-Evolution / Natural Selection

· Zoos meddle with natural course of events.  In ‘saving’ animals and reintroducing them to the wild, we are playing around with natural selection

Inhumane treatment

· Some zoos around the world are not as well regulated as others, and still keep animals inhumanely.  Some animals in zoos are driven to attack visitors and keepers, due to the awful conditions in which they are kept.

· The animal compounds are smaller than their natural habitats, so they are unable to get the correct amount of exercise and sometimes this leads to obsessive, repetitive behaviour such as pacing, rocking, circling, licking/biting the bars.

· It's incredibly difficult to provide for the needs of some animals, such as Elephants.  In the wild, they roam for 30 miles a day; however, they are lucky to have a few acres in a zoo.

· Animals like zebras, giraffes and gazelles were designed to run across miles of open terrain, not live out their lives in captivity.  In the wild a lion’s territory can span 100 square miles or more.

It’s unnatural 

· Being kept in zoos, animals ‘un-learn’ the habits that are natural to them, eg. hunting and establishing social orders.

· Regular feeding times prevent the mental and physical stimulation of finding and hunting food.

· Many animals die from illnesses caused by the unsuitable climate, unfamiliar parasites and contact with humans, which they would not be exposed to in their natural habitats.

· In captivity animals can experience a longer life with vets on hand to give medical attention and a plentiful supply of food.  A lion can expect to live 10 to 14 years in the wild, but over 20 in captivity. 

Scientific Research (counter-argument)

· Much of the research done in zoos is to benefit humans, which is selfish, as it doesn’t benefit the animals themselves – eg. Experiments on animals to help research into human ailments.

· Research is also carried out to improve zoo conditions so that captive animals will live longer, be happier and breed more frequently, if animals were not held in captivity, there would be no need to improve zoos.

 


