














































image1.png
/Dear Mr Eliot, \

Sophie and | received your letter and would like to take the
opportunity to reassure you that it is within her best interest, and
yours, that she remain in my care.

Sophie is extraordinary and requires daily stimulation from an
intelligent and thoughtful adult. | am fluent in several languages, well
schooled and am in the fortunate position of owning more books than
our local library. | am thus able to educate Sophie in the arts, current
affairs, history, mathematics and any other subjects which inspire her.

As her guardian, | happily support Sophie financially. | provide her with
food, clothing, learning materials and opportunities. It seems to me
that it is not in the state’s interest to acquire another financial burden.
Especially an unwilling one.

When | found Sophie floating in the ocean, | was not aware that | was
about to rescue the person who would capture my heart more than
any other | have known. | love her as a daughter and she loves me as a
father. Crucially, she trusts me. Is trust not the most important
indicator of a stable and happy childhood? A child taken away from a
happy home and a loving guardian will not flourish.

Although | am desperately sad at the thought of Sophie being taken
from me, it is most important for us to consider her wishes. | am sure
you agree. In Sophies’ words “the state is not a person. It cannot love

anyone” and she is quite correct. | love her. You cannot.

Please reconsider your decision and allow Sophie to stay where she is
happy, safe and loved.

Yours sincerely,

Charles Maxim
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