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Algebra is where you use letters to 
represent numbers

Alex has some sweets, we do not know 
how many sweets Alex has….

so we can say ‘Alex has x sweets’

If Alex is given 5 more sweets, how 
many sweets has he got?   

x + 5



Bill catches y fish.

Ben takes 3 away from him.

How many fish does Bill now have?
y - 3



2a = 12

When two terms in algebra are being multiplied 
together, they are simply written next to each 
other. 

e.g.         2a means 2 x a
and         efg means e x f x g

What is a?



15

Using a Formula
If a=4  b=5  c=6  d=7

Calculate the answers to these:

Show 
Answers
Hide 

Answers

a) a + b + c =

b) 2c + d =

c) 3a + 2b =

d) a² - c =

e) d + b² =

f) 3c + c² =

g) d² - c² =

h) a³ - a² =

i) a² + b² + c² + d² =

j) b³ + a³ - d² - c =

19

22

10

32

54

13

48

126

134



Algebra Questions (On class webpage)



Expression is      2y + 3 = 25

25 – 3 = 22

22 ⌯ 2 = 11 (Alex’s age)

11 + 3 = 14  (Brett’s age)












