
The Scream
Edvard Munch



Edvard Munch

• Edvard Munch (December 12, 1863 –
January 23, 1944) was a 
Norwegian Symbolist painter, 
printmaker, and an important 
forerunner of expressionistic art. His 
best-known composition, The Scream is 
one of the pieces in a series titled The 
Frieze of Life, in which Munch explored 
the themes of life, love, fear, death, 
and melancholy. 

http://www.absoluteastronomy.com/topics/Norway
http://www.absoluteastronomy.com/topics/Symbolism_%28arts%29
http://www.absoluteastronomy.com/topics/Painting
http://www.absoluteastronomy.com/topics/Expressionism
http://www.absoluteastronomy.com/topics/The_Scream
http://www.absoluteastronomy.com/topics/Life
http://www.absoluteastronomy.com/topics/Love
http://www.absoluteastronomy.com/topics/Fear
http://www.absoluteastronomy.com/topics/Death


The Scream Facts

• It's not the figure in the painting that is 
doing the screaming - it's the 
landscape that surrounds the figure. 

• The Scream is in fact a self-portrait 
expressing Munch's own agoraphobia. 
Walking with a couple of friends 
(they're in the painting) he fell behind 
and was overcome by his fear of open 
spaces. 



• The pose is borrowed from a Peruvian 
mummy that Munch had seen at the 
Trocadero exhibition in Paris. 

• The Scream has been the target of several high-
profile art thefts. In 1994, the version in the National 
Gallery was stolen. It was recovered several months 
later. 

http://www.absoluteastronomy.com/topics/Art_theft




It has been used for advertising too!



What did Munch do to make you think of a sound 
when you look at the painting?

What emotions do the colours 
make you think of?

How does the river make you feel

What is your overall impression of 
the painting?

What country was Munch born in?

Munch painted in a style called ?



Laughter, Happy ,
Joy, Excitement.

Fear, Scared, 
Terror, Petrified.

Name the 
emotions



Angry, Cross, 
Aggressive, Enraged

Sad, lonely,
Hurt, disappointed. 



Task

Record a range of emotions  and 
expressions in your sketch book.

Label each expression and suggest a 
colour to represent each one.

Happy
Yellow



In your art books develop a scream 
painting using different emotions and 

colours


